
 

PRAYERS OF THE 

PEOPLE 

For those who live 

without sufficient food, 

water, shelter, or 

safety; for veterans and 

those in active service; 

for peace and 

peacemakers, especially 

on the Korean 

peninsula; for our 

Senior Minister search 

committee. 

(cont. pg. 2) 
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May 26 – First Sunday after Pentecost – Memorial Day 

  8:30 a.m. – Chapel worship  

10:00 a.m. – Sanctuary worship with the Meeting House Choir and nursery care. 
Diane Harvey will give the message at both services. Fellowship time follows 
in Wright Pavilion.  

 

June 2 – Founders Day  

  8:30 a.m. – Chapel worship (last chapel service ‘til September). John McCall will lead. 

10:00 a.m. – Sanctuary worship with the Meeting House Choir. We’ll install newly 
elected Elders, recognize members of 50 years or more, and celebrate Shirley 
Curry as she is named “Minister of Music.” Nursery care is provided. 
Lemonade on the Cottage Road porch. 

 

June 9 – Celebration of our Shared Ministry and Closing of the Covenant… 

 …as John McCall, our Senior Minister since 1989, retires.  

10:00 a.m. – Sanctuary worship with the Meeting House Choir, and organ with 
bagpipe. Children’s activities will be offered. A reception follows in Guptill 
Hall.  

 

 

June 16 - summer schedule begins: a single 9:30 a.m. service, 

with nursery care, followed by lemonade on the porch. 
 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER to wear your name tag to help others learn your name! 

 

IF YOU OR A FAMILY MEMBER IS HOSPITALIZED . . . 

 Please contact the office if you or a family member is hospitalized. We check the lists 

at Maine Medical Center and Mercy regularly but may miss your name among the 

many. Email office@fccucc.org or phone 799-3361 to let us know. 

 

Looking Ahead in Worship 
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Senior Pastor Search Committee Update: PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

CONTINUED . . . 

In memory:  

Edchen E. Ferguson, a 

member since 1996, died 

May 9 at the age of 78. 

She’s survived by her 

three children including 

Robin Reinhold, and by 

11 grandchildren. There 

will be a memorial service 

in our sanctuary, Sunday, 

June 2, at 3 p.m. 
 

Prayers:  

Ruth Upshall, as she deals 

with advancing cancer; 

Darla Harris preparing for 

surgery; Sharyn Dawson 

preparing for surgery; 

Maxine Wright at home; 

Jean Jordan, Elaine 

Brownell’s mother, now 

home following surgery; 

Dick Carrier, Ed’s brother in 

South Carolina, critically ill; 

Phil Whitney, beginning  

chemotherapy for a 

recurrence of cancer. 
 

In celebration: 

Eilee Elaina Saxby, mother 

Shannon, grandparents Ed 

and Jill Saxby , on Eilee’s 

baptism May 14. 

 

ALTAR MEMORIALS 
 

The flowers on the altar 

May 26 given by Karen 

Westerberg in memory of 

her cousin, Russ 

Whittemore, who died on 

April 18. 

 

We continue on the journey of 

discernment for a senior pastor 

candidate.   Our meetings have been 

blessed by your prayers and by the 

presence of the Holy Spirit.  The 

history of past search committees 

and the availability of Maine 

Conference staff, help to guide us on 

this path and we are so grateful for 

the gifts they bring to our process.  

Like our predecessors, we have an 

abundance of written candidate 

profiles to read and compare to the 

desires of you, our church family.  

And like the past we employ the use 

of the telephone, written letter, and 

email to initiate dialogue.  But the 

blessings of today bring us new 

tools that broaden our information 

about candidates.  YouTube brings 

us not just video sermons of 

potential candidates, but entire 

church services from all different 

times in the life of their individual 

church and ministry.  The 

candidate’s blogs provide us a view 

into the many issues they encounter 

in their ministry and how they 

embrace scripture and faith in daily 

life.  We are blessed with Skype 

video chat, a tool that provides our 

committee the freedom to reach any 

distance and foster a dialogue in 

more real time discussion than 

letters and email allow.  These tools 

are all aiding our discernment and 

we are embracing the information 

and insight they provide us. 

We all know that we can’t clone a 

John McCall or an Elsa Peters, and  

even if we could, it  wouldn’t be fair 

to you our church family.  For 

whoever is finally called, that 

candidate will come into our church 

and share with us their uniqueness 

and special gifts.  That person will 

help us to keep growing.  As we 

look at potential candidates we 

constantly remind ourselves of the 

simple promise to our community 

that you have taught us and remind 

us of each Sunday; that “No matter 

who you are, or where you are on 

life’s journey, you are welcome 

here.”  We know that any candidate 

that we finally choose must be 

capable of living that promise just as 

we do.  We trust that the Holy Spirit 

will guide us to a candidate who fits 

our church family spirit of love and 

compassion.  And of course, we 

pray that the candidate gives a good 

sermon! 

 

Blessings, 

Mike Kasputes 

 for the Senior Pastor Search 
Committee 
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STEEPLE LIGHTING 
 

The steeple is lighted 

the week of May 26 in 

memory of Gordon 

Franklin Adams from his 

wife Gretchen, daughter 

Cynthia Adams Blanchard 

and son Robert Gordon 

Adams and their families.  

The steeple is lighted 

the week of June 2 in 

loving memory of Alma 

M. Sahrbeck by her 

Family. 

The steeple is lighted 

the week of June 23 in 

honor of George 

Johnston by niece Sandra 

Hansen Halverson. 

Summer Worship – Invitation to Musicians 

A Word about Diane’s Robe 

 
Many members commented on 

Sunday about the colorful robe I 

was wearing.  It was not just for 

Pentecost; it is my summer robe 

because my black Geneva gown is 

very heavy and much too hot, 

actually for much of the year! This 

summer robe is made from a piece 

of Japanese hand dyed fabric 

called shibori, and was fashioned 

by a good friend of mine, who was 

a neighboring Unitarian colleague 

in Minnesota and someone with 

whom I exercised almost daily at the 

gym.  We forged a deep friendship 

and solved many pastoral and 

theological questions as we walked 

the track or worked out on the 

machines! 

 

 

The Meeting House Choir and 

Hilltop Ringers will be on summer 

hiatus after Sunday June 9th.  On 

the Sundays from June 16th 

through September 1st it has been 

a tradition to have Special Music 

provided by others wanting to step 

up to offer a musical selection or 

two during each of the 12 summer 

services.  In the past, individuals 

have played or sung 

(unaccompanied or accompanied by 

Shirley Curry or the guest 

organist/pianist if Shirley is on 

vacation that week), established 

ensembles have played or sung, and 

even ad hoc family ensembles have 

come together to give this special 

offering of the gift of music.  Please 

contact Shirley by the end of May to 

sign up at 799-3361,  ext. 108.   

 

 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

for 

FRIDAY, JUNE 7 

 
A celebration dinner and 
program for and with John 
McCall and Andrea 
Thompson McCall, 
 

5:30 - 7 PM 
 Dinner 

RSVP required by May 1st 
(Guptill Hall) 

 
7 - 8:30 PM 
Program 

(Sanctuary) 

 

Pilgrim Lodge Registrations Needed by June 1 

 
So we can make sure all 

camperships are paid to Pilgrim 

Lodge, please let the office or Diane 

know no later than June 1 if you or 

your child or grandchild has 

registered for camp. For more

information, you can call Diane at 

church 799-3361, x104 or reach her 

at dlh@fccucc.org. 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

We gratefully acknowledge the following teachers for 2012-2013: 
Trudi & Lexie Bakke; Mac Brucker; Bill & Christine Campbell; Jennifer Fetting; Xander Keiter; Curtis, Judy 
& Lauren Magnuson; Linda McAloon; Julia, Elizabeth & Elena Peters; Peter Rhinehardt; Carrie, Molly &  
Hannah Skeffington; Beth-Marie & Grace Stacey; Karen Verdelli; Carol, Chris, Silas & Finn Zechman 

Sunday School Coordinator 
Carolyn Foster 

Nursery 
Kiersten Ellis 

Superintendents 
Brenda Ayer, Amy von Seggern, Jenn Pringle, Andrew Ellis, Christine Cannell,  

Mandy Schumaker, Judith Borelli 
Advisory Committee 

Chris Keiter, Julia Peters, Ginny Gledhill, Mandy Schumaker, Andrew Ellis 
Youth Ministry Advisor 

Jerry Reynolds 
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EDUCATION GROWTH & FELLOWSHIP  
 

  

WOMEN’S 

SPIRITUALITY CIRCLE  

MAY 22 at 7:00 PM 

 

Adah Dikole, from 

Soweto, South Africa, 

will visit the U.S. for two 

weeks in May as the 

guest of Tim Honey and 

Debra Andrews. Adah, 

the Principal at the 

Thabaneng Primary 

School in Soweto, will 

visit schools in 

Washington, DC, NY 

City, and Portland, ME 

in addition to local 

museums and 

professional education 

organizations. 

Debra has invited Adah 

to the FCC Women's 

Spirituality Circle 

meeting on Wednesday, 

May 22, at 7:00 PM. We 

look forward to greeting 

her and learning about 

her spiritual life's 

journey. It promises to 

be a special evening of 

sharing. Please join us. 

A Wonderful Celebration -  A Wonderful Education Team! 

 Children’s Celebration Pentecost 

worship on Sunday, May 19 was a 

powerful, loving experience for all 

present that morning.  The Spirit 

moved among us in the words written 

by our Sunday school children, in their 

recognition of and thanks to John 

McCall, and in the music sung, 

especially as the congregation joined in 

the chorus of Love in Any Language.  

Thank you to all of our Sunday school 

classes for your leadership in worship!  

We are so glad you are part of this 

church! 

 

We also want to extend our deep 

gratitude to all the Sunday school 

teachers, superintendents, advisory 

team, nursery provider whose names 

are listed below for their incredible 

commitment of time and the joy with 

which they teach.  As Carolyn Foster 

mentioned during the service, their 

combined years of teaching comes to 

over 146 years! 

During the service yesterday, we 

recognized with special thanks, 

Carolyn Foster, our Sunday School 

Administrator who came out of 

retirement for this year and did a 

spectacular job; and Jerry Reynolds, 

Youth Ministry Advisor who will be 

stepping down after next week’s event.  

He has done a wonderful job with our 

youth and will be missed.  Watch the 

next Beacon for more information 

about leadership in both these areas. 

 

And please, be sure to offer your own 

gratitude to all the education team 

listed below.    

     

    DianeDianeDianeDiane  
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SENIOR ACTIVITIES 

Thursday, May 30 - 

Meet at 9:00 for 

breakfast at I-Hop. 

Thursday, June 6 -  

SAGE meeting at 1:00. 

Wednesday, June 12 - 

meet at the church and 

leave at 11:00 for a 

seafood (or otherwise) 

lunch at Anjon’s 

Restaurant. 

Watch for future  

information  regarding 

activities as visiting the 

peonies, a farm visit, a 

tour/ history of Peak’s 

island and a play at the 

Arundel Barn Playhouse. 

 MISSION & OUTREACH / ADMINISTRATION 
 

Beacon Volunteers Wanted 

We currently have volunteers that 

would welcome a few more helping 

hands. If interested, please contact 

office@fccucc.org .  

 

FAIR TRADE COFFEE 

 

Just a reminder to plan 

ahead for your summer 

company’s coffee 

consumption.  Orders 

for Fair Trade coffee 

will be taken on May 26 

and June 2.  Because 

the Elder’s Luncheon 

will be in Wright 

Pavilion on June 2, look 

for the order table in 

the Narthex on that 

date.  Next ordering 

period won’t occur until 

September!!!! 

Seeking a Back-up Name Tag Printer 

We are hoping to find a few church 

members willing to donate their 

time to the church, helping in the 

preparation of the mailing of the 

church’s newsletter, The North 

Church Beacon. Volunteering would 

involve 2 hours (1 – 3 PM) every 

other Tuesday, September through 

May and just one Tuesday a month

during June, July and August. 

Not being one to trust that my 

computer and /or printer will always 

function properly when needed, I 

feel it would be prudent to have a 

volunteer to be my backup for 

printing name tags when necessary 

(an easy learning curve).   You would 

need a computer, colored printer, 

and the ability to run an Avery Label 

Program (free download) on your 

computer.   FYI:  I am currently 

running the program on my 

computer - a PC with version 2003 

Microsoft Office XP – hopefully it 

will be transferable to any PC – I am 

not sure about Macs but we could 

try.    

If you are interested in becoming a 

backup name tag printer, please call 

Marie Jordan at 799-1408.       

Opportunity to be of Service to Your Church 

The Administration Team needs 3 

new members. This team oversees 

the financial activity of the Church, 

reviews insurance coverage, recruits 

and provides support for the House, 

Counting, and Planned Giving 

Committees, and oversees the rental 

properties owned by the Church.

 

This group meets once per month. 

Generally, the meeting last less than 

one hour. 

If you have been wondering how you 

can help your Church, please consider 

serving on the A-Team! 

 

Please contact Ellie Chatto if you are 

interested by emailing 

business@fccucc.org. 
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L  A  B  E  L   H E R E 

 

 

 

Find us at:  www.facebook.com/fccucc 

 

    *                  *            *                  * 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH,  

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

301 Cottage Road, South Portland, ME  04106 

 
Post Office                                                             
Time Sensitive Newsletter 


